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reconstruction. For years prior to the war, the North had 
held full -literary sway, due, probably to the superior 
educat ional facilities and greater wealth of that section. 
This literary supremacy resulted in snobbishness, and an 
air of condescension, especially on the part of the 
critical magazine publishers. At tha t time, t he literary 
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magazine had reached i ·ts peak as an influence on our ,. 
literature, and the great majority of these magazines were II 
Northern publications. The determination to suppress I! 
southern writers is evidenced by the wave of indignation 
which swept the North, when Lanier, through the influence 
of his friend, Bayard Taylor, was chosen to write the 
Cantata to be used in the celebration of the opening 
exercises of the Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, 
in 1876. While this wo r k is by no means t he epitome of 
American literature, it certainly did not warrant the 
attack made upon it by the "Nation'' (April 13, 1876): 
nwe ••••• hope it is not too late to save 
A.merica.n letters from the humiliation 
of presenting to the assembled world 
such a farrago as this as their choicest 
product. rr 
It is interesting to conjecture ~hat the status of the 
poet would be had he been born thirty years earlier. 
Although the war had a tremendous effect on the 
future of the young poet, his four ye-ars of soldiering, 
save for the months spent in a prison camp, were not a t 
all unhappy. As a matter of fact, he scarcely came in 
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duties with t he Signal Oorps made him an almost non-
. I 
combatant. Naturally, he was forced to endure the 
sometimes wretched condition of the Confederate s dldier--
the short rations, the scant uniforms, and the po dr 
quarters . Yet he vvas all uncomplaining, and his 1ater 
works never were shadowed with the cynicism which one 
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nearly always finds in the pen of the soldier turned J 
author, His ubiquitous flute lif ted the men in t J e II 
barracks above their sordid surroundings, bringin11 to them ll 
,, 
reminiscences of the songbir ds and splashing sylv· n 11 
waters of their native wood s . His music soothed uhe ,, 
tattered nerves of the f a tigued and hopeless foll dwers lj 
"' .. ar, he wa:-: colnsta.ntly I, of the losing standard. During the '" ., I 
wr it ing to his father sending short poems, and hiJ ti ng 
that he was thinking seriously of pursuing a lite, ary 
career. There was his novel, "Tiger :: Lllies 11 whiclh he · 
had started in the stunmer of '60, and upon which Jie 
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worked for t wo or three years after tthhaetwhare': .. a:utnJo\:_.,eak. 
To many of his friends he confe s sed " o ., a 
bona fide poet, The following lines, found in hi~ j 
brother's novel HThornf'rui t" are very likely the dre.atio.n t 
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of Sidney Lanier: 
11 Now bends the ::. Llly, like a nun at 
prayer; 
The maiden flowers let fall their 
dewy hair; 
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of 
of his works is there evidence4 recalcitration, or of 
complaint against the fates which ordered his short and 
pathetic life. He had come vis-a-vis with the sternest 
realities of life, and they seemed but to magnify his 
poetic appreciation and imagination. 
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I they ware important as they led to his appointment as I 
I professor of English Literature at John Hopkins 1 
~ I University--an event-t.'fofilled with joy this latter part of 
1
l 
his life, although he was suffering terribly from the 
last stages of his disease. 
Although the Peabody Lectures were the immediate 
caus e for his appointment to the university, there were 
contributing causes. Lanier had written two poems, both 
of which were well received, and one of which, "The 
Marshes Of Glynn", mus t be r eckoned as one of his 
greatest, if not the greatest of h is poems. Some Boston 
publishers conceived the idea of a verse authology, 
differing from others in that the poets would be 
anonymous. The title of the volume was "A Masque of 
Poets 11 , and of the close to two hundred poems, 
representing the contributions of Helen Runt Jackson, 
Louisa May Alcott, James Russell Lowell, and others, 
Lanier's offering, alone, has stood the test of time. 
The . fugue of "Corn" and 11The Symphonyu is again present 
in r'The Marshes", but considerably subdued. It is, in 
part, the picture of a man, catholic in his outlook, free 
for art, because he has come into "the greatness of God n . 
It is certainly the best known of all of Lanier's poetry, 
and in many respects, the high-water mark, the 
culmination, of all of his art. It is Lanier the nature-
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South"~():is an amazingly comprehensive study of farm 
I 
economy in the South. Despite his tremendous work in 
other fieldst the poet had been collecting clippings from 
Southern papers since 1860, and from these files was able 
to compose an authentic treatise on the small-farm future 
of the South. He believed that the future of the South 
depended upon its raising quantities of diversified crops, 
and of establishing its own industry of grazing rather 
than relying upon the meat-products of the West. His 
prophecy concerning the danger of over-production likely 
to result from plantation farming has been fulfilled in 
the. cotton-crop situation of even the past few years. 
His condemnation of manufacturing in the South is still 
upheld by economists wh o believe that the Bouth, both by 
climate and topogTaphy is essentially an agricultural 
section. When, recently, a new school of southern 
agrarians refused Lanier's policies and refused to regard 
him their leader, immediately there sprang to his defense 
many prominent in economic and s l ciological circles in 
the South. Among these were Aubrey Harrison Starke, who 
said: 
11 (Lanier's) agrarian plea for the diversified 
small farm anticipated by fifty years the 
gospel of the Southern Agrarians of Nashville, 
like Messrs. Ransom, Tate, Davidson, and 
Lytle. Though the fire-eating regionalism 
of 'I'll take my stand' may not be found in 
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could, of course, offer no hope for cure, but believed 1 
I 
tha t camp-life in a high altitude woulc1 prolong his life. 
i:1rs. Lanier decided upon the Alleghany Mountains near 
Asheville, North Carolina. On his trip to North Carolina 
he s t opped off at Johns-Hopkins University, and there is a 
rather pathetic picture of his last meeting with Lanier 
described by Presj Gilman of the Unive r sity: 
nHis emaciated form could scarcely walk 
across the yard from the carriage to the 
door. 'I am going t o Ashevillen, he said, 
'and I am going to write an account of 
that region as a railroad guide. It seems 
as if the Good Lord always took care of me. 
Just as the doctors had said that I must go 
to that mountain region, the publishers gave 
me a corr~ission to prepare a book.' 'Good-bye', 
he added, and I supported his tottering steps 
to the ca r r iage door, never to see his face 
again. Tl -1 
Curiously enough, ·the n Ideal Period" of Lanier 
cannot be said to end until t he poet drew his last breath. 
In a sense , his last months were his happiest. Ris father, 
wife , and children were with him during these days of his 
.
11 yellow leaffl. His beloved bro ther Clifford, was also 
present almost up t o the ver y end, and with t he rest of 
his :fa.mily cheered him in his las t weary weeks. Th e 
par ty had finally selected the mountains a t Lynn , Polk 
County, Nor th Carolina, and stayed a t a camp over looking 
the Al leghany hills v;i th the lo f ty :Nit. Pi sah in the 
-1 :Prom ns idney Lanier" Reminiscences and Letters n 
(So. Atlantic Q,uart erly- IV, April 1905. pp . 115-122) 
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